
Public Interest Lawyers’ Statement 
in Support of Public Participation Law Reform 

 
As senior lawyers practising, advising and writing in the area of the law of public 
interest debate, we call on all Australian governments to implement law reform to 
protect the community’s right and ability to participate in public debate and 
political activity without fear of litigation. 
 
The increasing phenomenon of litigation against community participation in public 
issues by comment or action has the serious effect of intimidating the community, 
chilling public debate and silencing voices which should be heard in a democratic 
society. In addition these lawsuits against public participation create enormous 
stress and financial burden for the people and groups who are sued and clog our 
court systems with arguments which belong in political rather than legal arenas. 
 
Free speech and robust public debate, together with the ability to participate in 
community and political activity without fear of litigation, are fundamental rights in 
a democratic society. The increasing and widespread use of defamation law, 
trade practices laws and economic torts laws against public participation must be 
wound back. It is no coincidence that societies where these rights of public 
participation are curtailed have historically been burdened with corruption, 
inefficiency and often disastrous decision making. 
 
Legislation specifically to protect the community’s right to public debate and 
participation has been introduced in 25 jurisdictions in the United States. We call 
on Australian governments to introduce similar laws and work together to achieve 
national or uniform legislation in Australia. 
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Supporting Signatories 
We, the undersigned barristers, solicitors and legal academics and practitioners, 
similarly call on all Australian governments to implement law reform to protect the 
community’s right and ability to participate in public debate and political activity 
without fear of litigation. 
 
Donald K. Anton, Senior Lecturer, Australian National University 
Peter Applegarth SC, Brisbane 
 
(Adjunct) Professor Peter Bailey, Australian National University 
Robin Banks, CEO, Public Interest Advocacy Centre, Sydney 
Judith Bannister, Lecturer, Flinders University 
Benedict Bartl, Solicitor, Hobart 
Professor Gerry Bates, Australian National University 
Paul Batley, Solicitor, Coffs Harbour 
Adam Beeson, Lawyer, Hobart 
Eliza Bergin, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Charles Berger, Legal Adviser, Australian Conservation Foundation 
Warwick Biggs, Barrister, Sydney 
Hayley Blackman, Solicitor, Cairns 
Vanessa Bleyer, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Helena Blundell, Barrister & Solicitor, Northern Territory 
Professor Ben Boer, Sydney University 
Professor Stephen Bottomley, Australian National University 
Josh Bornstein, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Megan Bowman, Lecturer, Victoria University 
Nick Brodribb, Legal Practitioner, Melbourne 
Jim Brooks, Solicitor, Cairns 
Roland Browne, Lawyer, Hobart 
 
Holly Carcich, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Kerry Clark, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Pepe Clarke, Programs Director, Environmental Defender's Office, Sydney 
Richard Coates, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Andrew Collett, Barrister, Adelaide 
Kerry Colmer, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Associate Professor Damien Considine, University of Wollongong 
Andrew Crockett, Senior Lecturer, Monash University 
Liz Curran, Lecturer, La Trobe University 
 
Lisa De Ferrari, Barrister, Melbourne 
Associate Professor Andrea Durbach, University of NSW 
Joan Dwyer OAM, Lawyer, Melbourne 
John Dwyer QC (Retired) Melbourne 
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Kellie Edwards, Barrister, Sydney 
Elizabeth Ellis, Lecturer, Wollongong Universtiy 
Associate Professor Adrian Evans, Monash University 
Jonathon Evans, Barrister, Melbourne 
 
Tracy Fantin, Barrister, Cairns 
Dr Thomas Faunce, Senior Lecturer, Australian National University 
Jess Feehely, Solicitor, Hobart 
Tony FitzGerald, Lawyer, Hobart 
Martin Flynn, Senior Lecturer, University of WA 
Juliet Forsyth, Barrister, Melbourne 
Joana Fuller, Barrister, Adelaide 
 
Nick Galloway, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Alex Gardner, Senior Lecturer, University of WA 
Rebecca Gilsenan, Solicitor, Sydney 
Stephanie Goldring, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Professor Andrew Goldsmith, Flinders University 
Emma Golledge, Solicitor, Sydney 
Anne Gooley, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Rebecca Gristwood, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Professor Neil Gunningham, Australian National University 
 
Frances Hall, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Associate Professor Elizabeth Handsley, Flinders University 
Kris Hanna MP, Lawyer, Adelaide 
Claire Harris, Barrister, Melbourne 
Dr Matt Harvey, Lecturer, Monash University 
Dr Mary Heath, Flinders University 
Megan Hender, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Vivien Holmes, Lecturer, Australian National University 
Yvette Holt, Solicitor, Sydney 
John Howie, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Karen Hussey, Postdoctoral Fellow, Australian National University, Canberra 
Jane Hutchinson, Lawyer, Hobart 
 
James Johnson, Barrister, Sydney 
 
Associate Professor John Keeler, Adelaide University 
Simon Kenny, Lawyer, Alice Springs 
Associate Professor Andrew Kenyon, Melbourne University 
Duncan Kerr SC MP, Hobart 
Peter Koutsoukis, Solicitor, Melbourne 
 
Professor Ainslie Lamb AM, University of Wollongong 
Simon Langsford, Solicitor, Adelaide 
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Joanne Lee, Legal Practitioner, Canberra 
Tony Lewis, Barrister, Melbourne 
Martin Lockett, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Sasha Lowes, Legal Practitioner, Adelaide 
 
Laurence W Maher, Barrister, Melbourne 
Andrew Martin, Barrister, Sydney 
Sharon Mascher, Senior Lecturer, University of Western Australia 
George Masterman QC (retired), Sydney 
Chris McGrath, Barrister, Brisbane 
Simon McGregor, Barrister, Melbourne 
Anne McNaughton, Lecturer, Australian National University 
Callum McNeil, Lawyer, Brisbane 
Danielle Milani, Solicitor/Corporate Counsel, Brisbane 
Simon R Molesworth AM QC, Melbourne 
Klaus Mueller, Barrister, Melbourne 
Bernard Murphy, Solicitor, Melbourne 
 
Michael Neal, Lawyer, Cairns 
Emeritus Professor Garth Nettheim AO,The University of NSW 
Nicholas Niarchos AM, Barrister, Adelaide 
Anne Noone, Senior Lecturer, La Trobe University 
Chris Norton, Barrister, Sydney 
 
Lisa Ogle, Environmental Legal Consultant, Sydney 
Adjunct Professor Nick O’Neill, University of NSW 
Glenn Osboldstone, Lawyer, Melbourne 
Yoriko Otomo, postgraduate, University of Melbourne 
 
Manuel A Palma, Solicitor, Southport Qld 
Claire Parfitt, Solicitor, Sydney 
Associate Professor Dr Christine Parker, University of Melbourne 
Mark Parnell, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Matt Patterson, Solicitor, Cairns 
Megan Philpot, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Dr James Prest, Solicitor, Canberra, Lecturer, Australian National University 
 
Mark Rankin, Flinders University 
Moira Rayner, Barrister, Melbourne 
Sarah Rey, Solicitor, Melbourne 
David Risstrom, Barrister, Melbourne 
Andrea Ross, Solicitor, Sydney 
Professor Kim Rubenstein, Australian National University 
Kirsty Ruddock, Solicitor, Cairns 
 
Liberty Sanger, Solicitor, Reservoir 
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Elicia Savvas, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Eileen Scott, Legal Consultant, Melbourne 
Kate Seear, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Jeff Smith, CEO Environmental Defender’s Office, Sydney 
Greg Smith, Solicitor, Darwin 
Rolf K Sorensen, Barrister, Melbourne 
Tim Stanley, Barrister, Adelaide 
Joan Staples, Visiting Fellow, University of NSW 
Tracey Stevens, Barrister, Alice Springs 
Priya Subramaniam, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Gary Sullivan, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Tracey Summerfield, Lecturer, University of Western Australia 
Jacquie Svenson, Solicitor, Sydney 
 
Felicity Tepper, Solicitor, Canberra 
Matthew Townsend, Barrister, Melbourne 
Ross Tzannes AM, Solicitor, Sydney 
 
David Vedig, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Meg Vedig, Solicitor, Adelaide 
John Voyage, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Dr Ana Filipa Vrdoljak, Senior Lecturer, University of Western Australia 
 
Judith Walker, Solicitor, Sydney 
Joseph Wearing, Solicitor, Adelaide 
Andrew Weinmann, Solicitor, Melbourne 
Bob Whyburn, Solicitor, Sydney 
Professor John Williams, Adelaide University 
 
Matthew Zagor, Lecturer, Australian National University 
Maria Zotti, Solicitor, Adelaide 
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